


Abuse of the ri«?hts of those accused of c ixes results in their 

ecnuittal, Trn taer or not thev ere, In fact, ruilty as ch r-ed, 'er.y recent 

Ouh 

co::Jt decisions fortify C'^nsti tut ion's! rrctections, s they must in a 

democratic society, recent yeare, onerct^re, we aave all become .Tiore 

conscious of prosecution sau press responsibility fcr the preserve tier, of 

these rights, which are the rights of all Americans, not Just the accused; 

not just of criminals, but of iBW-jjbidino citizens. 

It is by safeguarding the rights of the minority who run ef'^ul 

of the lew that tnese o:' the majority ere secured. Tnis is as it must be, for 

some yT 

there ce ot be s whims. cel law, or one selecting to be ftvored 

end others to be denie-: its shield. 

Properly, we h'-v. oed the She rard and other hecisicns, where 
the accused have be?n freed not by juries but by the finding of courts thst 
they were, by injudicious publicity, denied in^dienoble right*. 

But, *vhet e bout the rights of society to s free ena e ftir tr elV 
Vhet about the rights of the overwhel aing majority of pesceful, lt*w-ebidlng 
citizens to h«^-v? the guilty p risbed ss th^ l*^w prescribes, to b-v- those 
mroT^erly accused imperti'^lly tried before sn uncorrupted judge, by an un- 
con t’. mi ns ted jury’!’ Tnat s*'f'guard has society srainst prsjudicisl publicity, 
^'^Ise a:.d intimidstirit: propag:.nde by tni ec-used and his partisans'^ 

t‘o this ther^j ce nc response based on tn-t evil nee, for the 
presentation of that evidence outside of c^urt assures the ec^.ilttsl of the 
®c:?used. In effect, there can be nc response thrt addresses itself to the 
accused ic eny jvaningful way. ‘^hus v.o have a situation tnat nermits Hrmen 
carniv*^,! at the expense of tha rrosecuticn, which really means of society, 

‘ nh nothin can be done about it unless tna press polices itself. 

•^his, ez l-‘3st in the c£»se -r^f *'ira Garrison, Kew Orleans Ji strict 
Attorney >:nd his accused Olay Shaw, it has not dene. 

The most recent, na ua excellent ctse in pointy is the writing of 
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James :Cir]cw:>od in th? Jecembar 1968 *'iiisculre'\ ^Pret?ndin? to eddrasc itself 

-tAy 

tc tae eviaen*ce, leas reltitlcnship wita i4taaa the garlic vveftea over 

the siriTiering stew. Pretending he knows whst he writes of, rCir’^o^d is, in 
fact, qualified for his task only by bitter partisanship, oolidly equipped 
with the li^lnd of |^rejudice and 'ien^ance that finds 'ready literary market 
for federal lickspittles, he v>es able to poison the minds of a large percentage 
of potential jurors^ i JJn additi'^n to the not inconsiderable circulation of 
the slick, costly 2 ine, his opinions, which h^ve no b::sis in fact at all, 
were spread by the wire servies, vdiich means there 7/es saturation coverage 
torough ell media. 



Slander is one of the ready tools Kirkwood chir^^ewsy with 



end 



there is no defense, can be no response. W cite e minor example but one m 
illustrative of his gall and ignorance^^Jn the first page, for »11 the world 
as though he ?;rites for no income end himself lives on sir, he stacks oc 
falsehoods on each other vilify those who think the country is not safe 
when a President cen be shot doy/n In broad daylight, or. the streets of a me j or 
^.erican city, and consigned to history with so dubious < — S»^^^taph that, 
despite the press support for the efficlsl fiction of tne ..'arren "eport, e 
majority of Americans h«ve not teen persuaded to believe it; 

'’Articlas.rh",»i^^^^T8r^^^ in almost every n?ticn*nl n’^^gazine and all 

those authors who r. ve stu bled upon • second livelihood ch^Tlenffinc the ’^erren 

u ^ 

Commission’* ?. t>g' ■ i ju^h li j 

hi’.v- ft. is is cut a retreading of the slandenfof such menosfGovernor 
John Connelly, men S^onsumed with embition thet would be thwarted by criticiz- 

anxious for 
. thout 

exception, there h»is baen no profit, no inccme, fro writing c iticel of the 



ing th? federaj. ^oy-^nment end its apologizing cress, or themselves m 
the buck ^st iT haQyfraT* yo - a;h t r ^^;ritin^ is not fact, almcet ’.vil 



barren Coirnission. *^ven those who have derived revenue from it hove invested 



e ir 



enor:;.ously mors tnan tney can ever hops to recoup. U-ilike ss Lf\':i uycup i rruti rr 

/llCf 



writers u^'Clrkw -d, who hss nc knoiledge end requires none for his exing, 



V 
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7 /e do ho V cite knc:v -Ahet we write of, med 



mQ , 



i^ioreover, it is a deliberete nisrepresentttioa to. pretend tti^t there 

wes eny kind of ?j press campaign .geinat th ..arien ^^epert. Few government 

ectionf, fev/ of any kind, huve even been accorded such overwhelming ind entirely 

’’news" story 

uncKticsl ec®9T.tence. The fv.ct is tha Commission v.Tote the r un r-i i s the 



• m*njcrity of ^ericens saw. ,^'orse, no sir 



s’ory Aith the evidence egidnst Jha:.,, 



ingle mejor r^gezine carried a single 
-Garrison hea never said whst his 



evidence is. So, ha^ eny !m*gezine tne aisposition - and net one did, despite 
Cirkv/ood’ s not on^^ 7;ss in position to. 

There is only one author of eny of the books who has '.'Titten ^n 
this ^'snect. I am he. Not one megetine hBs ever es’<Bd me for an ^^rticle on 

has ever sake* .le^whst evidence 

/I 



eny pert of tas i*^*ew Orleans evidence. 



-TTbo 



*•* may h ve against ‘^haw. 

/WJ iF/2^r F/2im\ i 

' ' Kirkwood, to put it bluntly, for the money he got from "Sscuire*’, 

nede hi '.self a ’willing liar. That is onf|’.79y of making e living, one 7/ay of 

uph-'lding the honor and responsibility of write&s in a country such as curs. 

The merest ecenning of hig scrivening by these w1].llnr* to think, 
without eny r 

ihBMxiaxraiKxdiKy kno’^ledge of the fxrt evidence egijinst the accused, cis- 
closes the character end intent of this writing.j/o Everyone except the editors 
"Faouire", who knew better and didn’t cere. The government can reward its 
apologists S 5 its critics ctJnnot - as o-H^^lvertisers^t^ - 



coincide with 



Let us, tnsn exsaix.e b little of this piece so mil ticeif- to 

o:' the uniformly 



Surreme ^ourt considers ticn 



i 



the 1- 



unsuccsssful Shew legfc 1 ra. neuverings^Lnd with th-^ possibl ^ selection of e 
Jury^ should the fertile i-‘igl notions of defense counsel hsve been exhsu?ted in 
the m^re than a year in Thich they h‘ ve affected one delay after another. 

In the entire, Ten?^thy article, *rhere is not s single pers^'n 
quoted inlf any 7 ;ay ss not lining, respecting cr worsh ppin^ Shaw^ triirfcing he . 

Al. 

might be .r.ything but .a.*;n in whose purity th? driven snor is acnored^oPj 

t UiJi it 

taero Ls to tt .2 coirges (as triougii anyone can b ve a valid 
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opinion T.ltiiout Iciovin' ths facts), liot one person i$ -uoted about Gar. iscn 
except to villify btn- and net one is o.uoted in Jefi-xi tion ~ho 1= estpbli=hed 
fis onovvine bin. -this is n&rdly reporting, i iportiel writing, or plain, 

ordinary honesty. It is undiluted propaganda. The article ebcunds in it, as one 
C'uld expect of a novelists who boosts this is his first msgszins article, his -Cirir 
"5 * * bout "ith the reouirenents of smethinr other then fiction. 

/ Throughout the piece are repeated references to the dalsys that 

I really do deny the accused his rights. 

Y ■*’hu£ we find -ilrl-cv/cc^ ^ a j nd down tn acquittal through what, vrith tn 

uncharacteristic burst of * j ^ he calls "intuitton", e new concept in law 

\ es it Is in ncn-flction. 

ihia 

■vh e^ ir -1 J to Mi* r> n .P r / t* 



t n j ;J»g w»4rsi whopper/ froir. p^ge 220:". ..the ectusl evidence in ‘he 
cese, which hss been presented at length all the wey fren I ley b oy to The 
Iv’ew Yorker.'' Neither presented any xtxtxe "of the evidence in the case" 
agilcst ohew. The ICew Yor’-cer . in fact, raji the ;.ongeet article in its history 
a book-length attack on Garrison by^enother con;::'erci:;li26d who dlstingtished 
hixself snu established his own crsdentiels "r jrniix in .-.bich 

there is no mention of any !?ew Crleens evidence of sny kin 
surprising* 



VM 

/oat of his bock r— rig- e 




A is 

1 U/€<aU 4 ) 

•ft deiiberad tr> ni:^. SvfThe 



'^0,'T^iaai on l&v/yer who h n_l6d that nsrt oT tt© ..arron CJo.ciniission^a work* v*i^hout 



^ Zpstein woulo hi.ve had little his book/ 



thereafter 



flssvire his enjoyin.^^ th^ requisite litsrsry rrerequisltes by conduqtin - no 

» - - / .. 4 # _ 

Inv-sti/^ti-'n of his 



th^ requisite litsrsry rrerequisltes by conduqtin- no 

1 . I's ulk/ljlp 'W' <h 






por-rrisfely^for t novelist)^ Kirfcvood refers to the "sword or ^AKocles" 

hi aging ever itew’s teed, ^et at no pcint 1 jjthy urti -ri^e dees he once 

tell hi»^ emrnous audience thet th? sv:crd v;as kn-^tted there by -hoiv^s o'^vn 

Ser temb'^r _:! 967 \ 

lasers. Garrison set the case forrtP'a.**ii Not one of the daliys hos been rt 
his reruest. Not one ofthe nnT.y hos act been th? doinf of Shaw's lawyers.^ll 
granted over Garrison's opposition by judges fearful of this 'elnd of defonatcry 



v^ritin^f only ’cind th^^t sen be published on the Shavv c*Jse, ys they * re 

/ • 

snxi'^us to s’^feguerd the defendenVs rights. This hes so unsettled Shawis 
friends that several h ve as’ced ’'noting my 0;7n sympathies lie else^There, 
’’^rhet can there be to hide thiit b;h9W*s la;\yers btsheve i^rpni . ^ir!cv;<~ od we 









nave none o- uhis. *'6 are just to celieve the- "jppcsite.cn his sayso. 

1 

Throughout the article crp ell sorts rf hints of e Cl*8rriscn cam- 
p-ign to defaine Shav/. One of ’Cir!c^^nd’s standard devices ifi’to put words tc his 

flnnn wpup^ 

lilcing into the nouthJ oi'(^inccmp9 tent witnesses who xi he then ouote6 for ell 

the world as tnough they had Gay mere idea of what they spee!-c of than h« does, 

j^(on pt ge 261) 

-ike ti.e uncno'.vn 'Tony*’, who re^ture^ says^l of his idol Shaw, ”Ee doesn’t 
even run down the guya that ere running him down. He’s got. this graat outlook 
cn Life." [n^ , 

This is on- of tha easier ways of htvinr ''this greet outlook on 
life”, since there -t-ire no ”guys that are running down”. Garrison never 



aentions his n^me or anything cf the esse against him. Only Shaw’s”friendj* 
say ariything about this. Jan it be b.li^ved thet^if Garrison had uttered e 



single unkind word^ :0ir!c.vood ttcuII not have had it in his stor.^ ^i t-l 

In Wh1nh bf* .im 4 Tiu »» i> . - ■ niM ^ f i iLj n r^-t) 

In the very next o r^'-f^raoh we find this. 



e — ( f^\ T^ 



'piiMtiilJ 

(fiction-writer’s) goody: ”A.nd trying to assencl^ the Cviienca ard :ntke it 



stick is e' 5 ^t like trying to stuff twelve c i-ds of dell-0 into a ten- 

Pound b?;:g”, -i^^icaty saved jut in ell t;i6 thousands before it 

there is no revelation of eay^ Tfort to ’’assemble” •=ny oT the evidence, ”tea;ous” 
or otherwise. thera is nojevidence - none Gt all. There are ways 

irkw^od mirht have tried. Ordinary n-n- fiction writers themselves seek <^ut 
witne ees, uest for facts, TCirkw^od, i f he knew anything at 11 sbeu"' the 







case, ’xno?/s I wrote the only bo^k on tiat the uew Orleans eviden! 
in -»8W Orleans” ). also knows Garri^n is tne prosecutor, his own^ 
he .made n'> effort tc arr'^mga an £pi.ointm?nt with ^Gerri^n in SaVence of ais 
trip to Ivew Orleans, a rather usual procedure for those revlly wantinr 
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ti , T *nt"iir"iii~ " { •*• ' cusy publl- ofi'icisls. i-is ene;iies is well sa hla irienda 
■:nc- Gerricsn wor’cs exhi'Ustinr day^ o t^oh days <5 week. 

Instead, the day 1:?:'or? \tir W Crle«-ns , v;; tfccut ''ay a*vcnce 



notice, ipperently anxious not to spend tb? five cents a rhcr.e c”l 1 C'sts 



in the 0-escent -•ity, >t?^.7e Iked in an demanded en intervie'w. Supncse Oerrison 
net bean eut of to*Nvii? K1 rV:v/-*od didn<!t leave himeelf eneurb time to 
Issrn *^ny of the evidence’* is there th slightest indicetion he accepted 
the offer. of a l-ster aprointment (poge 26^. 

ij'ollovdQ^ this .ruotstion ire t he^^^*:or ta 1 r/ords^ of the unthinking, 
addressed to the nthinking thro^ogh the courtesy of unthinlcin editors: 

•♦But -^tch out - AiT. Gar'-i^n is determined to pull ^ff this 
stunt . Hang on i^r. Shaw** • ^ 

Thus we heve ^^^trial, before en Americen judge end an merican 
jury, redefined. It is now e "stunt**. This is the kind of writing one 

— from putting boys to the work of rnen, or expecting tiOse living on 

siupcejiiirjt^ 

fiction to conceiva there is such a thing ee feet. The i s th’s^t SrrU^ is 

properly charged end the charge ho^ D8cn.rreef firmed as few ever are. bnder the 
American spsterr., h :5 ia noU^to bj? tried, in public, before s tribune 1 that in 

advance 8ssu.aes his innocence/^unat Garrison is verong. This ia e •♦stunt"? 

W 

If Garrison is e wrong es Kirkwood^, **Esquir^* ?nd Shaw’s 1; wyers 

z' 

repetiticusly claim, wt^ do the ^ not end the ceaseless stalling, rush Crgrrison 
into c<^urt, rtnd let him there, sc very p bllcly, fall flet on his face? Ian it 
be bee uss they exoect him to? I think not. 

Obviously, in .n article this long, ev^n u msn as skilled in fiction . 
fcs the novelist Kirk*.vood can.'ot entirely evoiw sligr.t contset with reality. Sc 



decisi^Hp inst his client -oo-'os, hero - in* 

I 



it is tnat he uses his novelists equipment. :ie slludes to the many leg^^l 

m*-n:er design'^c^ to give the 
res d^hi FTn^: s \(i proof’* of collusion, that somehow all t^ judges in 

*'ew ^rlesns are conspirators, cr pals of Garri^o^, somehow determined to deny 

kz 

oh'ST justice. The utter incomp-t nee of the le* work on b?hlf of Shew is not 



•>nc'= Inaicsted. ITct one or the unif'^^mly eiverse decisions 1.« nva.. Quoted. 
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The truth, as most lie;v Orleenians knov;, is thet Garrison be(jF:n his career as 
Jistrict Attorney by taking on ell the juages et once, malcinr* cherges agi-inst 
them that led them, in turn, to place le.gel charges against him. lie successfully 
carried this fight to the iiupreme '^oiirt. •‘•his is h rdly the history to prejudice 
^'ev/ v'rleans judges in his ftvor, the unf(rir i.-.port of iCirkwo'^d’s ’/^Titing. 

repeat, lCCf> of the delay in Shad’s exercise of the beaic legal 
right c| all Americans - to a speedy trial - ie the doing his o’^n lawyers 
^for xhom :Qrkwond has his own, expressed aduletion). 

So, it is net exc 3 *".tlon' 1 to find that ‘Cirkv/rod Tkkes mention of 
the >ct that after charging Shaw in accordarc e vdth Louisiana law, Oerri^n 
t'^ok the additional and entirely unnecessary ste^ of going be i.'ore e three- 
judge panel, ^'hen they unanimously oraered ^haw to trial hs then provided 
' \ j- .a » 1 protecticn for the eccus d, taking tna cese before e grand jury^ 

1 h»-fnded down ?n indictment, should b- • ske^ ^/ov: many prosecutor^ 1 

so stack the deck in faver cf those they accuse and ageinst themselves? 

t 

V.Tist kind of writing end editing it it thet emits these facts fr^'m 
S'" lengthy 6 story? Csn it, by any stretch of an even biased i "-'eginaticn, be 
considered honest writing? It Cf.n not, ana it was never intended to be. 

There is no end to the flaunting of the anther’s i norance, or of 
the cerslessness of ”2squire*s’' eoitin^ quotes 

Shaw pt soma length. As t hough kne .v /'he i s r^o t ad s s say s wb Id picketed 

the old Intsrnsticni-'l -i-rade ‘^art -Gilding, where 3haw was T/'ineginp; director; 

’’...it wss the presence of the (Cub'^’n) consul-' te in the building that 
drew ^awald t;o that pejnt to distribute the leaflets.*’ 



hov ri’^ny re'=*son?;ble perceptive high-schorl stu-ents d*" not ’<no'f 7/hat 
• “^n*d his/^choopioni do not, thst the *^nlted S totes — ■1 p- qo, :r\ ' 



lJu 



Lan 



0 ■ e > 4 e <=s no relstions at p 1 1 with ^uba, thPt there v;bs ncUat "'ubiff. C'jnnulytC- 

or anywhere else in the “'nitad -^ts-tee^ what dif :erence^" eeo s it 



.akkes good urepag^^nue, serves to c'^ntinua the federsl misinforming of the 
nati^n^l mind? 

Esd Xirkw^od this limited r.erceptivsnesa - or tke disposition to 



/5Ld^ 
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report f^'ct or under st^rd evf.n the partisan v/ords he get, he aeve 

pondered these two Shevr quotes frem ttje sene long psr-greph: 

. ’’...I’d elmost met him (Oswald) when he'd come tn distribute ?eir 

Play /or Cube lee fie t s’' end, in the sen- sentence, ’’my ess is tent hi3d dealt 
with biin” . 

^ writer of non-fiction mii'ht h>-ve ss'ced how it wss that ohaw 
elmest met Oswald while ^swsld wes eag^^geu in the eeti^blishing of an 
intelligence cov^r, cx ell the ciiany places in ‘^'*evr Orleans, where Shaw was 
boss, ^e night h‘ vs sought aviliprfui, night vs found it less th^n tenuous. 
||e might, in fact, h-ve found it to be photographip end suppresses by the 
V.'arren donmisaicn, ee I h?:ve end ‘will, in due course, publish. 

it vi 

If Shew’s assist’-nt df^elt with Csv/sld, the fact is totally lsc'<ing 

it ** 

in the ‘Varren Report. :tnd how was he to deal with him, about whatV Oswald 
remained on the public streets. ;hy should anyone tlnd-r Shav; have had anything 
to ”ieal’' with Osweld about? 

un the seme poge 3Cir’:CW''od asrrrclnijLs his consistent ^f r i voli ty^ f" : t - . 

d-sc ibes ..illiism '^^urvich es '^a chief investi(r>=. tor cn Garrison’s steff.” There 



never has b€en immsetm more tnon one chief investigator on Garrison’s staff at 

'tw U*.U- , 

I ' a tiTj0. n • Vi ^r'' Orleans police dey-^rtmen-^p^greguler member 



j'lL. 

■-^f— ha Then, 







is “^nuis "^von, a professional police*nf.n, a 

i* K 

student of criminology, *nd »»n honest cop. Ivon’s nome 1 s on his door, wj^gre 
it always b’s been, with hla title, -‘^t in f ct. the only door aii/lettared'> 
Abtween tha reception des< «nJ Garrison’s oih ice. Gurvieh n var £ •nembe r of 
Garrison's staff, v#as u volunteer accepted 'ey the trusting Garrison over 
misgivings of his staff, who feared exactly what h-p^^nei, th’^t Gurvich w-»uld 
be 'v^r’-cin= for Garri^n’s er.smies, w^uld stMy there icnr enough to miles a stin'e 



in leaving. 

t * 

?^«^,If »Jlrk”.ood can be so C'^mpletely wrong on such simple «=nd reodily- 
evi- liable f?^'Ct, cf.n he be trusted on ‘Anything? Tne answer xs Le c^n ct. l^^ot 
ev‘n .v;isn he d^fils wit^ th^ readl ly-escerUlneble ftets of Shaw's private life. 
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n-v^-r »:e=n v?ry priv.te ir -e^ '^rle^ns. liis .ener. ^aston llirh -ch^ol 
cl cf/^o'k lists bl3i as tt.e class's a tantj seaar.s most i:caul:.r actress. 

/ t 9V CW^ 

*^he Ci-8ss ^redicticna, v;r i 1 1 e c uy j o via Itter to be Grarrison’s 

predicessor as DistM^^^ttorney end then on the staff ->f t.'s ‘Varren doTi-ai ssion, 
forecast arrest for .a feoiale impersonator. A^o^hin^ eice published ^ 

s riously endangers l-ecn iJ., *^bert, Jr.»d repute tion es a seer. 

•Vith this t£c!c£:round ’.ve c^'C better understand the notive of tho -wri- 
ter v?ho says of a wo.men with v/hom Shaiv tss had a long person’sl und business 
relationship - both of Thich are c'fite public in -lev? Orleans, wher« she h. d 
handled nsny of his huraercus real esV^te transactions - that «s!oed me 

not to use her neme, for fear of herrassmsnt , ^nd I will ru^^pect hi i^^hes ’* 

r 

**‘nis is i^irhtful nonsense : nd it is the cheep , st !cind of noison 
|?0nning. There has nt^ver been eny ’cinj of hsrressment of «ny -f Sha.'^’s friends, 
by G-arri^n or anyon-: else. Garrison, in fc-ct, has shunned quastioninr hfs 
own friends who elso friends of Shaw’s. This wenan hr e n ver been bothered 
in any way, unless it was when she Inono-^ whCw her car it wiis stolen while 
he had it. Tnere is nr reason for hprrassing rzy o ‘ th^m ano n-n< r- them h ve 



en 






honest writer Trnuld suj;-est oth-r-vise. -or, Cor tujt m;’ tt-], t’.s Shew 
been herra-sed. "*e Cones end goes es oe (.leases, Is not toiled or in eny *ay 
3'jTesdrc ped upen, hes not lest ai. Criecds, ,nd k. s enjoyed « fri-’ndly press. 

The reiuctlo ad ebsurdun t- v.-hich this is the prelude 1? quote 

ettributed to this sane wonen, at wnose hoT.e Shev; lived for e l-.ng time sfter 
he was charged.: 

"Yes," she says, "desr Cloy sham »shoc’-:sd up' - I guess th' t i. whet 
they c'll it aowodays - with ne..." 

Thst is not what they call it, ■’nowedays” or in recorded history, 
not v;h¥t one -.-uli every believe of Jl-y haw, 3ut note who it i, ■•vho intro- 
duces sex end Shaw's well-lnown psctdilios. liot those supporting Garrison's 
cherge, not Garri^n, but those cl'-ininj., to bt .Shsw's friends. 

She.-, leads a Tersonsl life -f his o.-.r choslnr, ts is his right, sc 
Icn 83 he d-'ea net trsnsgres. against the rights of ethers, he is r?th?r 
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g^od-hun-^rec sbout his preferences. One cl his forner c^ose associetas tc 
ohaw* s smile as he reported receiving ^ « gift '"?ruit of the *" 



:ld me 
"nnth 



Club^. Only C-errison, not Shavi^ h»^s mode e sec et of this, end only Chew’s 
’’friends’’ h»-ve until nov; written of it. 






This sa-ie gu.ninr, en^^nymous f^r neither reeson nor need end 



not anony-'.cus orle8ns^ cuctsd et gr atest length by Airlcvood, 



after her in- -propri- te end obviously inaccurote zit tnst she end Jhs?/ 

had ’’shscked up”, rp^^rently not realizing whrt she wee saying, '^f-’ered this 



opinion, ”I thintc Garrison’s slwoys been^ealous Clay”. There seems to be 
as little reason for the opinion as there is voLldity. There is no espect cf 
Shaw’s oereer tnat need ma’^e the successful Garrison et ell envious, nor is there 
of hi' rersonal life. In all the very 'i*..ny 'eople h re .•r'^'^reri to and Irter- 
viswed in *iew Orleans, this *s one opinion never of-^ered. There ca ot possibly 
be €ny truth in it. TUeie can be s novelists purpose, net linp else. ^:>ut evan 
a novelist ita a vestige of self res ect or concern for tne craft o- cue 



writer, c-^'ild bear to stoon to such cheap aevicis pretenlir.g n'^r.-fl cti'>c. 

Ct this enoj^ymeus 1 unchir.g p^ tnxlhaxxxnjrasiaxxxlxsijsxixxixtiitxked 
'TO another with iCir^cwo'd, this time a ’’reporter” for the ’’Ti-'.es-ric^^yur.e” , 



the local morning p^'per. It is something lese than r:-portir.g to say, cs he is 
quoted, **The sinilsrity between the two of them (Shnv; end Gariison) is so 
arprent it w^uld ta.oe a blina person not to see it.” yj^re, not in any frivolous 

au r^sti^n of harressment, ^s the reason for his !i.ncnim:i ty . .nly a blir^ ptr- 

* •• 

son c^ see tne •’similarity” that not ex^st betwe-:n the two men. They are, 

in ev^ry vcey, as .iif erer.t as two ’■^ople can be. 

-’‘n -iiy ev-nt, h-jving described Garrison ts t.^-: d.vil incarn te, it 

does n^t seem Tir:cV'^od ir.t-*-nds to portray Shiiw as si oil r to this. 

Tn- o. tr.a mors abandone depsrtures from r ality f'^llows '^n th-‘ 

next ge, ’vh* re ''irVw^od f.-.iled to find '^r 1n*^nt anyone f^>r this gen: 

Garrison is convince! a conspiracy, alth-'u.gh h; shoul ' knov; 
Cley ,ha-,v b- d aotai!).- t,^ io nit . It, but thst hr i. h .n^in.: -ntc Mny?m- jr.i 
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R^ythioe: to open, ^ievin-'^, e.= m^ny reckless men in history 

iit_ve, bhe ne-sns, no m^’t^er the tiost to others, ’'«ill uiosh certtilnly Ju&ti— 

fy the <nd.^ 

On recklessness :Cir!c?--.d mirh"-, indeed, qualify hs expert, b^-sed 
1 hA ' -.i'l^KTru fiov/ever, tti tis just ricti'n. There is no ’'anyone*' 



on 



or -'enythine’’ for G8r:i^n to be ^’h^rineing onto”. Shs.v is prooerly chorred. The 
rrosecutor is sitting end weiting, eschevdnr, es he has from the first, any 
nublic CO '•"'-nt on ♦‘he Shaw cose, honing the time vrlll come when th? s^idtliing 
^f the def®n«»e en^ the open intrusions oC the federal po.ver ’.vlll 
so::j 2 hov. end. ^e-tainly if ^here were any pos ible example -a^this axx 
unashamedly fodlich writing, -ir^cwo :d wcul(/ h::ve had iu t£re, if only in 
another n- less incnn. e tent, encnyraiTliy anonymity, ^his is ^nyt ing but an 
sccursta reflection of the truth, thet Garri^n has be n v;ei'‘inn* 15 months 
at the tiice of *irkr.vood’s apearance just to sret Sha.i before a ^ 

'ho, indeed, is "hanging onto*’* nybcdy an*^ onythinr? 

Typical of t.ie nustinese that parrneetes Cirkwood’s scrivening is 
thi*> Bs*»ault cn the ^rleens ne?/spapers^^I t is set off /-Kemphesi/^^-i^. 

wkflc ^ 

irkwo-d in d^^i ’hted th^ t r-^revs elsewhere *'hav£ i'eetured editorials highly 
critical S^axxizan:ta the ietnods cf Garrison, neither on c. the viSv? 
Otleens papers... h's so uch.es utterea -n sditoribl peep”. fy 

If tlirk'.vood finds it strvnf’e tuat th- I'^c*.*! pera ny^ot openly 
intrude in th:^ juuiciel process in their editori’^1 c^'lnmns (and he certainly 



is not famill’^.r with tho-e of news), h^ i. xxxxrxxx hi; r f er to^take It 
when with oil r]^ this expensive snacs ho foils to cite c si *. gle vil ''method*', 
ony editorial source ophis o"'n 'closed ^^n'^nymi ties in *‘ew '"•rleans? Tot 
'*nel Is thi? oonceivesble • *^an • ’relieved ti:et if -he h^d in i*ny ey ' ssn 
th- victim '-f Geriiaon^s so-ctlled evil ''methods'*, •irk/.'-'-'d t.'^uI- n-;:ve teen 

Cne C'^uli ^ on on*’ *^n v.ith this literary finkery, shame to 
novelists as it is a disgrace to ’’Ssruire**. .-6 the reader can see, in analyzing 
s W'>rk ^h9t ii without fnctusl content, onr ne:ds little kno ledge o*' the 
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feet. One EB^ds only whs t the entire sub;;ect of the as sssirifition jnl its 



ofi’icisl investirs ti'^n h‘^ve n rer g'^tten redia, une'luttered 

I 

th'^ught. \ir:cvnrd canr.^'t cerry his rvn vreight.x^st -t Shew sdded 
both collepse. 



•‘•his is the cien who accuses tnose who do oreduee ftet ha here not 
V of / 

even pre tn-ad to auesy.on^t3Hr^aoin.j it for profit, for ell the world as 
though they noney^ Off the top of the (empty) heed writing, li’^e 

Cir^evo-ds, which requires nei'hsr Icnowlsage ncr ti*ne, is profitable, if only 

F 

a pittance is p id for it, for it comes ’.Ithout c'^et ana, like most h«ck 
fiction, takes little time. 

Kirkwood’s is e self indictment. lie has no** defended Shaw, not 
to these who think, not in history. ’.Vhet he bos done is com ercialize a 
greet treged^^'.id iV r- i'r7. 

In ao Qoinh’ he' has iiaiaed the American pres5, ;/hich simply will not 
publish, in -^ny im:.jcr orgen, any factual v/ritlng in .^ny way inconsistent with 
whet the govai’nmc'nt vrents. Not one major rnttgazine his com iss ions j sny ’cind of 



honest inquiry. Not one hes drawn upon •. ny of the accredited writers who h ve 



done lerlti-fcufce investigi? tions of their ov;n or adecuotely 
published r^terl^'l of ^he ‘’ar'en Comnieslon. 

Te are rest th-"' p'^int where It is any long^“r a 



researched the 




.vhether his charge is c'^rrect ols'' j.- ni longer tr.e central issue, not even to 
the accused. *^uch endless serve but a. single purpose, to thwart 

juatico i;ii. tne of uhe Isw. They ao mt defend t.-e accused, tney 

defa .e him. They crest f xxxict3flxtizx rn etm'' sphere th^t woul^ becloud an acouital 
The UEuisguiS.ed federe intrustions into a purely State n-^tter, repeated without 
outcry from those who rpofess concern for th^ rights ''f the States, point up 
the unlenied • nd q it^;- public cherres fro^* i-ur-pe that Cley Shaw was CIA- This 
make sense of federi^l ::a Ifeassnces, which woulc be cht* 'rsctlse if Shew had 
no JI.“. con ection, for the legitixacy or tne Lyndon John edmini tration is 
at stake with that o. thf '.arier r-.eport. 
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.Gar. ison le but human, ao:* the jUv:ses enh the jury can ell be 

v/r^ng, ir tLsy tre, the pieCd rci* taat deterai nation is in open court,’ not in 

..Juiii* pimping^/" 

slick girlie cr gezines t who prostitute tneir crsft. 

If Shav;r is convinced of his innocence, why *^oes he not proclsim it for himself 
in the courtro'^m rather than through p^opag^'ndi3ts who equate irn'^rance with 
fact and anonymity with r si, live witnesses subject to the scid rf cross- 
examination. 



Kirkwocd sheds novelists tsars cfv^r the cost of She?/’s defense, 
which^h says^is bankrupting, he also edores 3haw*s ettorneys. ^Tot once does 
he address himself to tne competence, to ths legal viability of that so-cslled 
defense, its record is court is such tn^-.t even a non-lawyer is 7/srranted in a 
asking if its real purpose is to milk Shaw. That, certainly, h^»s bean the 
result. It has in no way defended him, it nas in every -.vay made even his -'wn 
friends ss'r nuestions, end it is the open co ;ment among m'-'ry ^'•ew Grlesns Ir? wy er 



to whom have spoken. 

whether 3hsw is o’’ i« not innocent we mav now n v^r *miow, for if 

there ever is a trial - en e triel requires a live de fend *j £t , & live 

prosecutor end en end to the thus-f&r eculess delays vail of ’/.hich, i repeat, 

i nexGHr:e:.bi._ 

are thaw's) - too .aaay (Inin.ps h> ve be.n dens to prede termir-p tho outcome of 

‘ , QiUiUfft. y 

the t hrial/ It i? right that th^ excesses *'f o prosecutor tne accused, 

un-.er the 1..W, If not in fact, Tee converse coar.ot 02 true. The 

excesses ^f his counsel end defenders cnnr.oo render the accused guilty, ^ueb 
intrusions into the leg- 1 process as .'ir’rw'* -^d* a - • nd it is but e aingl- example 
ere per patrated wit a impunity. 

They d-^ftnd no one. They deny ju^itice. They rre n ver defensible. 

They re least defensible when tney desl ..itt the uns^lvea crime o.f - residential 



murder. 

To sn honest rritsf, e s-lf-resnecting is no* enough 



money to pr-y for this Icinjjr of writing. 



